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operate upon the poor man's mind that ... in ten days
after the circumstances had occurred he departed this life,
having actually fretted himself to death." a
The expedition reached Penang in September, and was
destined to proceed no further, being recalled owing to the
movements of Tippoo, Sultaun of Mysore, which were causing
anxiety to the Government of Madras.
The transports, however, were forced to lie off Penang
until October, when the Monsoon ended. There were thus
several weeks of idleness to while away. They were spent
by Colonel Wesley in making a comprehensive study of the
settlement which resulted in a most illuminating memorandum
thereon. Dealing principally with the commerce of the
island and its value as a trading centre, it might have been
written by an Eastern merchant of ripe experience instead of
by a young soldier of twenty-eight years of age.
The expedition returned in November, and the 33rd was
once more stationed in Calcutta.
Arthur now showed that he could do other things beside
writing memoranda, for we find him holding his own at the
convivial gatherings prevalent among his associates at that
period. It must be admitted too that he was one of the
leading lights at these parties, having earned the reputation
of possessing one of the strongest heads in Hindoostan.
Hickey in his memoirs tells a story of one of these famous
gatherings which affords an amazing example of the extent
of our forefather's capacity.
During dinner [he says] we drank as usual, that is, the whole company
each with the other at least twice over.* The cloth being removed, the
first half-dozen toasts proved irresistible, and I gulped them down
without hesitation; at the seventh . . . I only half filled my glass, where-
upon our host said, " I should not have suspected you, Hickey, of shirk-
ing such a toast as the Navy," and my next neighbour . . . having the
bottle in his hand at the time, he filled my glass to the brim. , . . After
1 Hickey Memoirs, Vol. IV, p. 172.
* There were eight present
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